Note from President Pendleton

I hope everyone had a chance to attend RMAF and IAFE this fall.  I was fortunate enough to attend both and gathered some great information.  In addition, there were several Wyoming fairs that participated in the Consumer Protection Program workshop, (E-coli), offered in Billings before the start of RMAF.  I have been attending conventions and meetings for five years now and it was by far the best seminar I have ever attended.  It’s nice to leave a meeting with useful hands on information for your specific fair or facility.  If you were unable to attend I would highly recommend the program and encourage you to attend.

For those of you who missed IAFE, the new Institute of Fair Management was unveiled.  It’s a professional development program that provides education and training in the areas of management, risk management, marketing, programming, operations and facility usage.  Again there were several Wyoming folks that attended the informational meeting and are planning to start the classes.  If any others would like to join us we’d certainly love the company.  Check out the IAFE web page at http://www.fairsandexpos.com/institute/about.aspx.  

Just a reminder in regards to the ShoWorks proposal, the expiration date on their offer is December 31st.  There are currently five new fairs that have committed so in order to qualify for the 50% discount and the free training we need to have five more commit by the end of the month.

We’ll be setting the spring meeting date very soon and I will send a save the date postcard as soon as possible.  There was a suggestion at our annual convention to hold the spring meeting in conjunction with another event.  The Wyoming Governor’s Hospitality & Tourism Conference is held each April in Casper and maybe a great partner.  They don’t have an update on the schedule for 2008 but you can certainly check out what was offered in 2007 on the website at http://www.wyominggovernorsconference.com/index.html.  Several of our county employees have attended the conference and found it to be useful.  Email or call me with your thoughts.

Lastly, the IAFE Spring Conference is scheduled for April 25 – 28th in Salt Lake City, Utah and is relatively close for most of our fairs.   There was a preliminary schedule available during IAFE but they haven’t yet updated the website.  You may want to mark your calendars for those dates and plan to attend.

Congratulations to Criss Crozier on her new position in South Dakota.  We will all miss her but can certainly catch up during RMAF and IAFE.  It’s a loss for the Wyoming Association of Fairs but we wish her the best of luck.

Kandi

James’ Good & Rich
HO HO HOPE everyone is surviving the convention season as well as the Holiday Season!

Just a quick update on the happenings here at State Fair Park and preparations for Wyoming State Fair 2008.  Construction (always a topic here in recent times) is underway on the new Equine Building.  There has been a great deal of dirt work, foundation footers are being poured, and the metal building was ordered from the factory some time ago.  The new building will be predominately red with a white roof and white trim.  If you have not heard the mini-commercial before now, it will have approximately 246 stalls, a 100’x170’ arena, and bleacher seating for 750 persons.  Scheduled completion is June, but we are going to be cautious and project that WSF 2008 will be the inaugural event…which is OK anyway.  An update on other previous news…we are very near having ice in the Hockey Rink located in the Show Center building.  There have been delays mainly in providing adequate power to the refrigeration unit that will chill the ethylene glycol and obviously, keep the ice surface frozen.  The unit requires a huge amount of amperage to start the compressors, therefore, Rocky Mountain Power had to make sure the demand would not cause a dramatic drop in power to the remainder of the grounds.  It took extra time to get the needed electrical equipment for the proper installation.  We have an Olympic size rink, locker rooms, concession trailer, bleachers, and a Zamboni garage in the Show Center.  All parties involved are anxiously waiting for the first matches to begin!  We are in the middle of the budgeting process, which has gone very well.  Nearly all of our requests were granted by the Governor.  The next step is to appear before the Joint Appropriations Committee on January 7, 2008.  We are still reviewing proposed changes for the 2008 fair:  Scheduling of some events, entertainment line-up, and the usual list of questions we all contemplate.  Finally, a closing note with mixed emotions:  Doyle Travis has accepted a job with the Laramie County School District beginning December 17.  Doyle’s last day here will be December 14.  We will miss his dedication and in-depth knowledge and experience.  At the same time we are glad he has found a job to his liking where he can join his family and live in one spot.  We all wish Doyle good luck, and thanks for many years of service!

James

All my Fair Friends, 

  What a great bunch of friends you  are.!  I will miss all of you.  Thank you for your support, I  never could have managed the Crook County Fair for 7 years without you!  

  Please keep in touch, and I will see all of you at the 2008 RMAF!

Love to all of you

Criss

Congratulations to Gary Kanski, your new WAF Secretary!   To contact Gary:

Sublette County Fair

Gary Kanski, Fair Manager

Box 1072

Big Piney, WY 83113

Phone: 307-276-5373

Cell: 307-2314073

WAF ANNUAL CONVENTION – JACKSON, WY – OCTOBER 11TH & 12TH 

President Yvonne Robertson called the meeting to order.  Review of the by-laws were done before the meeting, Howard moved to accept the changes, Gary 2nd, motion carried.

 Criss read the minutes of the spring meeting held in Casper.  Kandi moved to accept them as read, Betty 2nd, motion carried.

 Donna gave the treasurers report (see page 2)Howard moved to accept the treasurers report, Janis 2nd, motion carried.

Discussion was held on the Showorks Computer program.  James moved to have a letter drawn up and sent to all the county fairs with Michael Hnatt’s proposal, Kandi 2nd, motion carried.  Gary will write the letter and be the liaison between the counties & Showorks.

 Criss gave the Pig Wrestling 4-H & FFA scholarship report, and also the State Fair Pig Wrestling numbers.

 Sublette County Fair will donate $100 added purse for the Jr. Team, and challenged everyone.  Sheridan County fair will donate $100 added purse for the Women’s team, and Crook County will donate $100 added purse to the Men’s team.  Howard moved that the WAF sponsor the Pig Wrestling again at State Fair, Sharon 2nd, motion carried.

 RMAF was discussed, Criss moved that the WAF do not have a hospitality room, Kandi 2nd, motion carried.   It was then decided that the WAF will not sponsor the Newcomers reception either.  

 Sharon moved that the WAF Managers meet during the WY Winter Ago Expo, Jan 7th & 8th, Steve 2nd, motion failed.  Kandi will look into when we could meet in the spring.

 The Election committee Chairperson, Betty Hough nominated the following;

President, Kandi, Vice President, Sharon, Secretary, Criss & Treasurer, Donna.  Howard moved that we cast a unanimous vote for the above, Barney 2nd, motion carried.

 Criss moved that we have a table set up in the Agriculture and Natural Resource Pavilion and Hay Show building, during State Fair, Kandi 2nd, and motion carried.

 Vicki reminded everyone about the silent auction to be held at Billings during the RMAF.  Kandi moved that each fair donate $25 and Vicki could buy things to put in the rope basket that Criss will make, Howard 2nd, motion carried.

  Vicki also asked the WAF support for the E-coli seminar at the RMAF, Gary moved to have the WAF give $500, Clair 2nd, motion carried.

  New-elect President Kandi Pendleton presented Past President Yvonne Robertson with a Plaque and jacket.  She thanked Yvonne for doing a great job.  

Meeting adjourned.  

Secretary, Criss Crozier

TREASURER REPORT

WYOMING ASSOCIATION OF FAIRS

AS OF OCTOBER 12, 2007

BEGINNING BALANCE (2/21/07) - Checking    


$  3,889.71

BEGINNING BALANCE (2/21/07) - CD #1496 (mat 9/14/07)
$  1,000.00

BEGINNING BALANCE (2/21/07) - CD #1323 (mat 9/01/08)       $  2,000.00

RECEIPTS:








$11,939.07 




Grant - State of Wyoming


4,000.00


Membership Dues (2007)

  
   950.00


Interest Income - CD#1496

 
     79.07


Special Event (PW) - Calcutta

3,080.00


Special Event (PW) - Entry Fees

   765.00


Convention Registration Fees

3,065.00

EXPENDITURES:




  

       $(11,236.47)


Contributions (T.Crozier Memorial)

     50.00


Misc (Flowers-T.Crozier family & J.Olson)    52.50


Postage





       1.60


Special Events – Calcutta Payout

2,618.00


Special Events – Team Jackpot Payout
   595.00


Special Events – Contractor Fees

2,500.00


Special Events – Prizes & Awards

   122.27


Professional Fees-Webpage Maint
.
   125.00


Scholarships




1,000.00


Convention Expenses



4,131.00

BALANCE ON HAND  (10/9/07) - Checking



$  5,592.31

BALANCE ON HAND  (10/9/07) - CD#1323 (mat. 9/1/08)

$  2,000.00











$  7,592.31

Signed:   DONNA DALIN


      TREASURER







